
June 2020 Results 

The coronavirus lockdown saw all of Egypt's IGCSE, GCSE and GCE school exams cancelled, and for the 

first time in history, our students were given grades not based on exams, but on “teacher-predicted 

grades” and “a statistical standardisation process”, however, these results are ‘beyond disappointing’ 

and sparked an outcry from many students who were inexplicably downgraded. 

Schools were required to provide evidence and make predictions for each student -  an extremely 

exhausting process done to contribute to the fairness of the grading system - while Cambridge has 

based the results on the past three years’ performance in that subject as an exam centre. This has led to 

the shocking downgrade of up to four grades for our strong cohorts or strong individuals, predicted to 

be A* or A. Equally shocked are students who cannot fathom how they were selected to be ‘ungraded’ 

while their teachers have actually submitted predicted grades, ranks and evidence of work for them. 

Furthermore, many high-achieving pupils in previously low-performing schools were severely 

disadvantaged. Not to mention, newly-hired qualified school teachers were also greatly disadvantaged, 

being judged by previous teachers’ performances. 

There was no consideration given to the evidence each student compiled and should have been referred 

to. Instead, Cambridge has pegged students' results to the previous achievement of their school, which 

is unfair and led to "clear anger and frustration” from students and parents who feel their “future had 

been tampered with by statistical modelling rather than their own ability.” 

According to Cambridge, the rank order of students within the centre was not supposed to be changed 

by the statistical standardisation process, however, this did not happen, and quite ‘inconsistently’ many 

students were selected out of the line of ranked students to be unjustifiably downgraded. They will even 

be unable to appeal because it is most unlikely to receive the consent of students satisfied with their 9s 

or 8s. 

Driven by the strong ‘feeling of unfairnesss caused by the inconsistent and inexplicable downgrading’ we 

call for a ‘reconsideration of the whole grading process’ where teachers’ predicted grades, the ranking 

of the students and their evidence of work are actually used.  

We trust that you will give this matter your urgent attention. 
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